AGAINST NEWSPAPERS AND
JOURNALISM
(Speech 1863)
I cannot give you here the history of the European
Press. Enough, once it was really the champion of
intellectual interests in politics, art and science, the
moulder, teacher and intellectual instructor of the great
public. It fought for ideas and sought to raise the
masses up to these. Gradually, however, the habit of
paid announcements, the so-called advertisements, which
for a long time had occupied no space, then a very
limited space on the last page of newspapers, began to
bring about a thorough change in the nature of news-
papers. It was seen that these advertisements were a
very effective %ay of amassing wealth, of drawing
immense yearly revenues from newspapers. Ever
since the n a newspaper became an extremely lucra-
tive speculation for a capitalist or for a publisher hungry
for capital. But in order to secure many advertisements
it was first of all necessary to obtain as many
subscribers as possible, for naturally the*
advertisements only pour in to such papers as enjoy a
wide circulation, Ever sin c e t h e n it was therefore"
no longer a question of fighting for a great idea and
raising the great public slowly and gradually up to it,
but on the contrary, to do homage to such opinions